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Is Interesting

¢ that In the sucoosslive con-
which have been held the
ptatives of the different Ameri-
paticns bave been learning to

i together effectively, for while
first conference In Washington In
and the second conference

in 100102 occupled many
aths, with much time wastg) in an

tod and frultiess discussion,

She third conference at Rio exhibited
of the facility In the practical

teh of business which character

permanent deliberative bodles and

ted Ite labors within the period
X weeks originally allotted for Its

apart from the =pecific value
conclusions reached by the con

b, the example of the representa-
of all the American nations on
in harwonious and kindly con
tion apnd discussion of subjeets of
pinon loterest Is itself of great and
antiz]l value for the prometion of
Supeasonable and considerate treatment
SOf all iatermatiounl questions. The
of this country are dee to the
pment of Bresil and to the peaple

Rio de Juasiro for the gedervns

papitality with which eur delegates
e common with athers, were recelved.
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i ‘6f which be was made an nonorary

res The ahnouncement of his In-
tention to make this visit was follow-
ed by most courteous and urgent invi-
ta¥ons from pearly all the countries
of South America to visit them as the
guest of thelr governments, It was
deetned that by the acceptance of these
Invitations we might appropriately ex-
press the real respect and friendship
in which we bold our sister republics
of the southern continent, and the sec-
retary accordingly visited Braell, Uru.
guay, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Panama
and Colombla, He refrained from
visiting Paraguay, Bolivia and Eeua-
dor only because the distance of thelr
capitals from the seaboard made it Th-
practicable with the time at his dls-
posal, He carried with him a message
of peace and friendship and of strong
desire for good upderstanding and mu-
tunl helpfulvess, and he was every-
where received In the spirit of his
message, The members of the govern-
ment, the press, the learned professions,
the men of business and the great
masses of the people united every-
where in emphatic response to his
friendly expressions and In doing hon-
or to the country &nd cause which he
represented.

In many parts of Bouth America
there has been much misunderstand-
Ing of the attittde and purposes of the
United States toward the other Ameri-
ean republies. An idea had become
prevalent that our assertion of the

Monroe doctrine Implled or carrled

with it an asshmption of superiority
and of a right to exercise some kind of
protectorate wover the countries to
whose territory that doctrine applies.
Nothing could be further from the
truth. Yet that impression continued
to be a serlous barrier to good under.
standing, to friendly Intercourse, to
the introduetion of American capital
and the extension of American trade.
The fimpression was so widespresd
that apparently i® could not be reached
by any ordinary means,

It was part of Secretary Root's mis-
sion to dispel this unfounded impres-
slon, and there Is just cause to believe
that he has sneceeded, In an address
to the third conference at Rio on the
818t of July—an address of such note
that 1 send it In, together with this
measage—he sald:

“We wish for no victorles but those
of peace, for no territory except our
own, for no sovereignty except the
soverelgnty over ourselves.. We deem
the independence and equal rights of
the smallest and weakest member of
the family of unations entitled to as
much respect as those of the greatest
empire, and we deem the observance
of that respect the chief guaranty of
the weak agalinst the oppression of the
strong. We nelther clalm nor desire
uny rights or privileges or pov. .rs that
wa do not freely concede to every
American republie. We wish to In-
erease our prosperity, to extend our
trade, to grow in wealth, in wisdom
and 1n spirit, but our conception of the
true way to accomplish this 18 not to
pull down others and profit by their
ruln, but to help all friends to a com-
mon prosperity and a common growth
that we may ail become greater and
strouger together,

“Within a few months for the first
time the recognised possessors of ev-
ery foot of soll upon the American con
tinents can be and 1 hope will be rep:
resented with the acknowledged rights
of equal sovereign states in the great
world congress st The Hague. This
will be the world's formal and final
gcceptance of the declarmtion that no
part of the American continents is to
be decmed subject to colonisation. Let
us pledge ourselves to ald each other
in the full performance of the duty to
humanity which that accepted declara
tion lmplles, so that in time thé weak-
ost and most unfortunate of our repub-
lles way come to march with equal
step by the side of the stronger and
more fortunste. Let us belp each
other to show that for all the races of
wen the lberty for which we have
fonght and labored ls the twin sister
of justice and peace. Lot us unite In
creating and malntaining and making
effective an all American public opln
ion whose power shall influcoce lnter
pationa! couduct apd preveat Interna
tlapal wrong and narrow the eauses o
wiar and forever preserve our free
innds from the burnden of such arma
i a8 are massed behind e fron
Gere of Burope sud bilng us eve
vodrer 10 the porfoction of anletwd B
ey, ®o ghail core »¢ pad pros
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The Monree Doctrine.

These words appear to bave besn re
celved with acciaim In every part of
South America. They have my bearty
approval, as | am sure they will bave
yours, and 1 canpet be wiong o the
conviction that they correctly repre
sent the sentiments of the whole Amer
joan people. 1 cannot better charac
terise the trne attitode of the Unitad

superiority or seeking preponderance
condemned the oppression of the na-
tlons of thils part of the world and the
control of thelr destinles by the great
powers of Europe.”

It is gratifying to know that in the
great city of Buenos Ayres upon the
arcbhes which spanned the streets fn-
twined with Argentine and American
flags for the reception of our repre-
sentative there were emblazoned not
only the names of Washington and
Jefferson and Marshall, bot also, in
appreciative recognition of their sersy-
lces to the cause of South Ameriean in-
dependence, the names of James Mon-
roe, John Quiney Adams, Henry Clay
and Richard Rush, We take especial
pleasure in the graceful courtesy of
the government of Brazil, which has
given to the beautiful and stately
bullding first used for the meeting of
the conferefice the name of “Palacio
Monroe.” Our grateful acknowledg-
ments are due to the governments and
the people of all the countries visited
by the secretary of state for the cour-
tesy, the friendship "and the honor
shown to our country in their generous
hospitality to him.

In my message to you on the OGth of
December, 1005, I called your attention
to the embarrassment that might be
cansed to this government by the as-
sertion by foreign natfons of the right
to colleet by force of arms contract
debts dune by American republics to
citisens of the collecting nation and
to the danger that the process of com-
pulsory collection might result in the
occupation of territory tending to be-
come permanent. 1 then sald:

“Our own government has always re-
fused to enforce such contractual ob-
ligations oh behalf of its clitizens by
an appeal to arms. It is much to be
wigshed that all foreign governments
would take the same view.”

South American Debts.

This subject was one of the topics of
consideration at the conference at Rio,
and a resolution was adopted by that
conference recommending to the re-
spective governments represented “to
consider the advisability of asking the
second peace cozference at The Hague
to examine the question of the compul-
sory collection of public debts and in
seneral means tending to dhminish
among natlons confliicts of purely pe
cunianry origin” 5

This resolution was supported by the
representatives of the United States in
pecordance with the followlng instruc-
tions;

“It has long been the established pol-
ley of the United Siates not to use its
armed forces for the collection of or-
dinary gontract debts due to its citl-
gens by other governments. We have
not counsidered the use of force for
such a purpose counsistent with that re-
gpect for the independent soverelgnty
of other members of the family of na.
tlons which Is the most lwportaut
principle of International law and the
chief protection of weak nations against
the oppression of the strong. [t seems
to us that the practice is injurious In
its general effect upon the relations of
pations and upon the welfare of weak
and disordered states, whose develop
ment ought to be encouraged In the
interests of civillzation; that it offers
frequent temptation to bullylng and
oppression and to vanecessary and un
justifiable warfare. We regret that
other powers, whose opinions and
sense of Justice we esteem highly, have
#t times taken a different view and
have permitted themselves, though we
pelieve with reluctance, to collect such
debts by force. It is doubtiess true
that the nonpayment of public debits
may be accompanlied by such circum
stances of fraud and wrongdoing or
violation of treaties as to justify the
use of force. This government would
be glad to see ab ln tional consid-
eration of the sub) which shall dis
eriminnte between such cases and the
simple noaperformance of & contract
with a private per=fn and a resolution
in favor of rellance upon peacefn)
means in cases of the latter class

“It Is not felt. however, that the con
fereute at Rio stould updertake to
make such a dscrimination or to re
solve upon such a rule lit of the
Awerican countries are still§ebtor na
tous. while the countries of Eurone ar
the ereditors. 1If the Rio confervuce
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Central Amaerica.

Last June troable which bad existe
for some time between the republics o
Salvador, Goatemala and MHooduras
culminated in war-a war which hreat
enad 1o be rulnous 1o the countries in
volved and very destructive to e com
mercial intervets of Americana Mexi

anere |

ned

con}muea and patient emort, in bring-
ing ubout a meeting of the representa-
tives of the Lostile powers on board &
United States warshlp as peutral ter-
ritory, and peace was there concluded—
a peace which resulted in the saying of
thousands of lives and in the preven-
tion of an Incalculable amfmnt of mis-
ery and the destruction of property and
of the means of livelihood. The Rio
conference passed tue following resclu-
tion in reference to this action:

“That the third iuternational Amer-
fean conference shall address to the
presidents of the Upited States of
America and of the United States of
Mexico a pote in whieh the conference
which is being beld at Rio expresses its
sgatistfaction at the happy results of
thelr mediation for the celebration of
peace between the republics of Guate
mala, Honduras and Salvador.”

This affords an excellent example of
one way in which the influence of the
United States can properly be exer-
cised for the beunefit of the peoples of
the western hemispbere—that Is, by
action taken in concert with other
American republics and therefore free
from these suspicions and prejudices
which might attach if the action were
taken by one alone. [In this way it i:
possible to exercise a powerful Iuflu-
ence toward the substitntion of constd.
erate action in the splirit of justice for
the Insurrectionary or International
violence which has™“hitherto been so
great a hindrance to the development
of many of our nelghbors. Repeated
examples of united action by several
or many jAmerican republics in favor
of peace by urging cool and reason-
able instead of excited and belligerent
treatment of I[nternational controver-
gles cannot fail to promoté the growth
of a general public opinion among the
American nations which will elevate
the standards of international action.
strengthen the sense of International
duty among governments and tell in
favor of the peace of mankind.

Panama Trip.

I have just returned from a trip to
Panama and shall report to you at
length later on the whole subject of
the Panama canal,

The Algeciras Convention.

The Algeciras eonvention, which was
signed by the United States as well as
by most of the powers of Europe, su-
persedes the previous convention of
1880, which was also signed both by
the United States and a majority of
the European powers. This treaty con-
fers upon us equal commercial rights
with all European countries and does
not entall a single obligation of any
kind upen us, and 1 earnestly hope it
may beispeedily ratifled. To refuse to
ratify It would merely mean that we
forfelted our commercial rights in Mo-
rocco and would not achleve another
object of any kind. In the event of
such refusal we wonld be left for the
first time In 120 years without any
commercial treaty with Moroceco, and
this at a time when we are everywhere
seeking new muarkets and outlets for
trade.

PROTECTION OF SEALS.

History of This Problem and Preseat
States.

The destruction of the Pribilof is.
land fur seals by pelagic sealing still
continves. The herd which, according
to the surveys made In 1874 by direc
tion of the congress, numbered 4,700,
000 and which, according to the sur
vey of both Awmerican and Canadian
commissioners in 1801, amounted to
LO00000 has pow been reduced to
abont 180000, This result has been
broaght about by Canadian and some
other sealing vessels killing the female
seals while in the water during thelr
annual pilgrimage to and from the
south or In search of food. As a rule,
the female seal when killed Is preg
pant and also has an unweaned pup on
land, so that for each skin taken by
pelagic sealing, as a rule, three lives
are destroyed-—the mother, the unborn
offspring and the nursing pup, which Is
left to starve to death. No drwmage
whatever Is done to the herd by the
carefully regulated killing on
The custom of pelagic sealing s solely
responsibie far all of the present evil
ind Is al ke ndefensible from the eco
aomic standpolut and from
point of humanit
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tshed a ciose season, from the 1y ,,
May to the 31st of July, and exclyjy
all killing In the waters withiy
miles around the Pribllof i«
They also provided that the regq,
tions which they had determineq y,,
with a view to thq protection ang ..,
ervation of the seals, should be .,
mitted every five years to new (.-.\'.;4;;.
pation, so as to enable both Interesteq
governments to consider whetlo, in
the light of past experience there wis
occasion for any modification therey

The regulations have proved play),
Inadequate to accomplish the object of
protection and preservation of the fur
seals, and for a long time this goyep,.
ment has beeh trying In%vain to secyr,
from Great Britain such revision and
modification ofgthe regulations as Wore
contemplated provided for by the
award of the tribunal of Paris,

The process of destruction has beey
accelerated during retent years by 1,
dppearance of a number®of Japancse
vessels engaged In pelagie sealin: A,
thpse vessels have not gbeen bonyg
even by the inadequate lmitations .
scribed by the tribunal of Parls, t
bave pald no attention eithor ¢
close ®enson or to the sixty 1)
fmposed upon Canadians and
prosesuted thelr 'work up to the v
is!lands themselves. On July 16 and 17
the crews from several Japanese ves.
sels made raids upon the island of St
Paul, and before they were beaten o7
by the very meager and Insufficien)y
armed guard they succé®led in kilin
several hundred seals and carrying
the skins of most of them. Nearly g
the seals killed were females, and the
work was done with frightful barbar.
ity. Many of the seals appear to Lave
been ckinned allve, and many were
found half skinned and still alive, The
raids were repelled only by the use of
firearms, and five of the ralders were
killed, two were wounded and twelve
captured, including the two wounded
Those captured have since been tried
and sentenced to imprisonment, An
attack of this kind had been wholly
unlooked for, but such provision of
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vessels, arms and ammunition will
now be made that its repetition will
not be found prefitable.

Promise by Japan.

Suitable represemtations regarding
the incident have been made to the
government of Japan, and we are
sured that all practicable weu
will be taken by that country to pr
vent any recurrence of the out
On our part, the guard on ghe sl
will be increased and better eqn
and organized, and a better re
cufter patrol service about the sl
will be established, Next seas
(United States war wvessel will also
sent there,

We have not relaxed our effort
secure an agreement with Great
ain for adequate protection of ti
herd, and negotiations with Japa:
the same purpose are in progre

The laws for the protection of
seals within the jurisdietion
United States need revision and
ment. Ouly the Islands of St
and St, George are now In ter
ch{dvd In the government re%em
and the other islapds are also !
Inclnded. The landing of alleus ax=
as citizens upon the Iglands witl
permit from the department of
merce and labor for any purpo
cept in case of stress of weather «
water should be prohibited under
quate penalties. The approach of
sels for the excepted purposes sl
be regulated. The authority of the &
ernment agents on the lglands ¢
be enlarged, and the chief agent »
have powers of a committing !
trate. The entrance of a vess
the tertitorial waters surroundl:
islands with intent to take secals !
be made a criminal offense and «
of forfeiture. Authority for selzurs
such cases should be given, and
presence on any suoch vessel of =
seniskins or the parapheroalia f
ing them should be made pr
evidence of such Intent. 1 rec
what legislation I8 seeded to
plish those ends. and | comt
your attention the report of M:
of the department of cotine
labor on this sulyject.
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